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July 12, 2026​​   ​ ​ ​ Pastor Patrick Conrad & Pastor Michael Dees 
 
Sermon Discussion Guide​
Series: You Asked For It 
Sermon: Suffering, Evil, & God’s Sovereignty 
 
Recap the Highlights:    
 
Can God still be good when life hurts this much? 
 
Why is there suffering? Where does it originate? 
​
Romans 8:22 (NIV) 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time. 
​
John 16:33 (ESV) 
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 
How do followers of Jesus engage suffering? 
 

1.​ Recognize that He is God. 
2.​ Renew your trust in Him. 
3.​ Remember Jesus’ suffering. 

a.​ Through Jesus 
i.​ God entered suffering 
ii.​ God understands suffering 
iii.​ God uses suffering 

 
Now Dig Deeper:  

1.​ Jesus tells us that we will have trials & tribulations in this life. Discuss when 
this occurred for you, but you weren’t able to see their blessing from it until 
you were on the other side. What did you learn about God’s character? 

2.​ Pastor Patrick stated that “Suffering is universal, but the way we suffer is not.” 
Discuss how we as Christians suffer differently. 

3.​ Did any of your views on suffering, evil and God’s sovereignty shift after this 
message? Discuss your biggest takeaways. 

 
Respond & Pray: 
•​ Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal what he wants you to learn from this message. Ask 

him to reveal to you lessons from your own sufferings. 

 


